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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILLIAMSPORT, LYCOMING COUNTY, PA
AMENDING PART THIRTEEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES, CITY OF
WILLIAMSPORT PROVIDING FOR FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS,

STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION
The Legislature of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has, by the passage of the Pennsylvania
Flood Plain Management Act of 1978, delegated the responsibility to local governmental units to
adopt floodplain management regulations to promote public health, safety, and the general
welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the Council of the City of Williamsport does hereby order as
follows.

Section 1
Article 1311. DEFINITIONS: is hereby amended to:
(Insert the following new definitions)

DEVELOPMENT — Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including -
but not limited to the construction, reconstruction, renovation, repair, expansion, or alteration of
buildings or other structures; the placement of manufactured homes; streeis, and other paving;
utilities; filling, grading and excavation; mining; dredging; drilling operations; storage of
equipment or materials; and the subdivision of land.

FLOODPROOFING: Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes, or
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.

HISTORIC STRUCTURES — Any structure that is:
A. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the
Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;



B. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the
historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined
by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;
C. Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states which have been
approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or
D. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation that have been certified either:
(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or
(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.

LOWEST FLOOR — The lowest floor of the lowest fully enclosed area (including basement).
An unfinished, flood-resistant, partially enclosed area, used solely for parking of vehicles,
building access, and incidental storage, in an area other than a basement area is not considered
the lowest floor of a building, provided that such space is not designed and built so that the
structure is in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of this chapter,

NEW MOBILE HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION: A mobile home park or subdivision for
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the mobile homes are to be
affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, either
final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) was completed on or after the effective date of
these floodplain management regulations adopted by a community.

‘May 10, 1977, the effective date of the City’s first floodplain management Ordinance.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE — A vehicle which is:
A. Built on a single chassis;
B. Not more than 400 square feet, measured at the largest horizontal projections;
C. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck;
D. Not designed for use as a permanent dwelling, but as temporary living quarters for
recreational, camping, travel, or scasonal use.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE — Damage from any cause sustained by a structure whereby the
cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% or
more of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT -— Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of a structure, of which the cost equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the
structure before the start of construction of the improvement. This term includes structures which
have incurred substantial damage or repetitive loss, regardless of the actual repair work



performed. The term does not, however, include any project for improvement of a structure to
correct existing violations of state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which
have been identified by the local code enforcement official and which are the minimum
necessary to assure safe living conditions.

Section 2
Article 1332.01 PURPOSE is hereby replaced as follows:

The purpose of these provisions is to

A. Promote the general health, welfare, and safety of the community.

B. Encourage the utilization of appropriate construction practices in order to prevent or minimize
Flood damage in the future.

C. Minimize danger to public health by protecting water supply and natural drainage.

D. Reduce financial burdens imposed on the community, its governmental units, and its residents
by preventing excessive development in areas subject to flooding.

E. Comply with federal and state floodplain management requirements.

T. To prevent the loss of property and life, the creation of health and safety hazards, the
disruption of commerce and government services, the extraordinary and unnecessary
expenditure of public funds for flood protection and relief, and the impairment of the tax
base by:

(1) Regulating uses, activities and development which, acting along or in combination
with other existing or future uses, activities and development, will cause
unacceptable increases in flood heights, velocities and frequencies.

(2) Restricting or prohibiting certain uses, activities and development from
locating within areas subject to flooding.

(3) Requiring all those uses, activities and developments that do occur in floodprone
areas to be protected and/or floodproofed against flooding and flood damage.

(4) Protecting individuals from buying lands and structures which are unsuited for
intended purposes because of flood hazards.

Section 3

1332.15 ADMINISTRATION/ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT is hereby replaced
as follows:
{a) The Building Permit Officer shall issue a Building Permit only after it has
been determined that the proposed work to be undertaken will be in conformance
with the requirernents of this and all other applicable codes and ordinances.

(b) Prior to the issuance of any building permit, the Building Permit Officer shall
review the application for the permit to determine if all other necessary
government permits required by State and Federal laws have been obtained,
such as those required by the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act 1966-

537, as amended); the Pennsylvania Dam Safety and Encroachments Act (Act
1978-325, as amended); the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Act (Act 1937-394, as
amended); and the U.S. Clean Water Act, Section 404, 33, U.S.C. 1344. No
permit shall be issued until this determination has been made.

(¢) No encroachment, alteration, or improvement of any kind shall be made to any
watercourse until all adjacent municipalities which may be affected by such
action have been notified by the City of Williamsport and until all required
permits or approvals have been first obtained from the Department of Environmental
Protection, Northceniral Regional Office. In addition, FEMA and the
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, shall be



notified by the City of Williémsport prior to any alteration or relocation of any
watercourse.

(d) Designation of the Floodplain Administrator;
The Building Code Administrator is hereby appointed to administer and enforce this ordinance
and is referred to herein as the Floodplain Administrator The Floodplain Administrator may: (A)
Fulfill the duties and responsibilities set forth in these regulations, (B) Delegate duties and
responsibilities set forth in these regulations to qualified technical personnel, plan examiners,
inspectors, and other employees, or (C) Enter into a written agreement or written contract with
another agency or private sector entity to administer specific provisions of these regulations.
Administration of any part of these regulations by another entity shall not relieve the community
of its responsibilities pursuant to the participation requirements of the National Flood Insurance
Program as set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations at 44 C.F.R. Section 55.22.

(e) In the absence of a designated Floodplain Administrator, the Floodplain
Administrator duties are to be fulfilled by the Mayor.
(f) Floodplain records must be kept in perpetuity by the floodplain administrator.

Section 4

1332.16 APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS.

(amend as follows) '

A. Application for such a building permit shall be made, in writing, to the
Building Permit Officer on forms supplied by the City of Williamsport. Such
application shall contain the following:

(a) Name and address of applicant.
(b) Name and address of owner of land on which proposed construction is to
occupy.
(¢) Name and address of contractor.
(d) Site location.
(e) Listing of other permits required.
(f) Brief description of proposed work and estimated cost.
(g) A plan of the site showing the exact size and location of the proposed
construction as well as any existing buildings or structures.

B. If any proposed construction or development is located entirely or partially

within any identified floodplain area, applicants for Building Permits shall

provide all the necessary information in sufficient detail and clarity to enable
the Building Permit Officer to determine that:

(a) All such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage
and conform with the requirements of this and all other applicable codes
and ordinances;

(b) All utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems
are located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage; and



(¢} Adequate drainage is provided so as to reduce exposure to flood hazards.
(d) structures will be anchored to prevent floatation, collapse, or lateral movement;
(e) building materials are flood-resistant;
(f) appropriate practices that minimize flood damage have been used; and
(g) electrical; heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment, and
other service facilities have been designed and located to prevent water entry
or accumulation.

Applicants shall file the following minimum information plus any other pertinent information
as may be required by the Building Permit Officer to make the above determination:
1. A completed Building Permit Application Form.
2. A plan of the entire site, clearly and legibly drawn at a scale of one (1)
inch being equal to one hundred (100) feet or less, showing the following;:

a. North arrow, scale, and date;

b. Topographic contour lines, if available;

c. All property and lot lines including dimensions, and the size of the
site expressed in acres or square feet;

d. The location of all existing and proposed buildings, structures, and
other improvements, including the location of any existing or proposed
subdivision and land development;

e. The location of all existing streets, drives, and other access ways; and

f. The location of any existing bodies of water or watercourses, identified
floodplain areas, and, if available, information pertaining to the
floodway, and the flow of water including direction and velocities.

3. Plans of all proposed buildings, structures and other improvements,
drawn at suitable scale showing the following:

a. The proposed lowest floor elevation of any proposed building based
upon National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1988;

" b. The elevation of the base flood; _

c. If available, information concerning flood depths, pressures, velocities,
impact and uplift forces and other factors associated with a one
hundred (100} year flood; and

d. Detailed information concerning any proposed flood proofing measures.

4. The following data and documentation: _
a. A document, certified by a registered professional engineer or architect,
which states that the proposed construction or development has

been adequately designed to withstand the pressures, velocities,
impact and uplift forces associated with the one hundred (100) year
flood. Such statement shall include a description of the type and
extent of flood proofing measures which have been incorporated into
the design of the structure and/or the development.



C. Permits will be required for all proposed construction and other development including the
placement of Manufactured Homes within SFHAs on the FIRM.,

D. Notices. Whenever the Floodplain Administrator or other authorized municipal
representative determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe that there has
been a violation of any provisions of this chapter, or of any regulations adopted
pursuant thereto, the Floodplain Administrator shall give notice of such alleged
violation as hereinafter provided, Such notice shall:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Include a statement of the reasons for its issuance;

(3) Allow a reasonable time not to exceed a period of 30 days for the performance of any
act it requires;

(4) Be served upon the property owner or his/her agent as the case may require; provided,
however, that such notice or order shall be deemed to have been properly served upon
such owner or agent when a copy thereof has been served with such notice by any
other method authorized or required by the laws of this state;

(5) Contain an outline of remedial actions which, if taken, will effect compliance with the
provisions of this chapter.

E. Penalties. Any person who fails to comply with any or all of the requirements or provisions of
this chapter or who fails or refuses to comply with any notice, order or direction of
the Floodplain Administrator or any other authorized employee of the municipality
shall be guilty of a summary offense and upon conviction shall pay a fire to

the City of Williamsport of not Iess than $25 nor more than $600 plus costs of
prosecution. In'addition to the above penalties, all other actions are hereby
reserved, including an action in equity for the proper enforcement of this chapter.
The imposition of a fine or penalty for any violation of, or noncompliance with,
this chapter shall not excuse the violation or noncompliance or permit it to
continue. All such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations
and noncompliance within a reasonable time. Any development initiated, or any
structure or building constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, altered, or relocated, in
noncompliance with this chapter may be declared by City Council to

be a public nuisance and abatable as such.

Section 5

Article 1332.18(C2) ELEVATIONS AND FLOOD PROOFING REQUIREMENTS.
(change the following)

D. Accessory structures. Structures accessory to a principal building need not be
elevated or floodproofed to remain dry, but shall comply, at a minimum, with
the following requirements:

1. The structure shall not be designed or used for human habltatlon, but shall



be limited to the parking of vehicles, or to the storage of tools, material, and
equipment related to the principal use or activity.
2. Floor area shall not exceed 200 square feet without going before a variance.
3. The structure will have a low damage potential.
4. The structure will be located on the site so as to cause the least obstruction
to the flow of flood waters.
5. Power lines, wiring, and outlets will be at least one and one-half (Ph) feet
above the 100 year flood elevation.
6. Permanently affixed utility equipment and appliances such as furnaces,
heaters, washers, dryers, etc. are prohibited.
7. Sanitary facilities are prohibited.
8. The structure shall be adequately anchored to prevent flotation or
movement and shall be designed to automatically provide for the entry and
exit of floodwater for the purpose of equalizing hydrostatic forces on the
walls. Designs for meeting this requirement must either be certified by a
registered professional engineer or architect, or meet or exceed the following
minimum criteria:
a. A minimum of two openings having a net total area of not less than one
(1) square inch for every square foot of enclosed space.
b. The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one (1) foot above
grade.
¢. Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, etc. or other coverings or
devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of flood
waters.

Section 6

This Ordinance shall become effective 20 days after final enactment.
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