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Council President Adam Yoder brought  the Williamsport City Council meeting to order on Thursday, January 5, 2023   
at 7:00 PM.at Trade & Transit Center II, 144 West Third St, Williamsport, PA..  This meeting was duly advertised in the 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette. 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 Approval of the Williamsport City Council minutes for 12/08/22   were approved upon a motion  by Mr. Pulizzi  and a 
second from Mr. Allison.   All were in favor.  The vote was 6 to 0.  Ms. Miele was absent.. 
 
Limited Courtesy of the Floor 
There were none.  

  
Nominations for President of City Council & vote      
Mr. Yoder asked for nominations for President of Council.. 
Mr. Allison nominated Mr. Yoder and it was seconded by Mr. Mackey.. 
Mr. Yoder asked if there were any more nominations.  There were not..  He asked for a vote. 
Mr. Yoder was nominated by a vote of 5 to 1. 
Mr. Allison voted yes, Mr. Mackey voted no, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent             
Thank you all, I'm looking forward to serving with you again this year.   
I appreciate all of you.  A motion from the two people I like to call friends, and really look up to.  It means a lot.   
 
Nominations for Vice President of City Council & vote 
Mr. Yoder asked for nominations for Vice President of City Council. 
 Mr. Pulizzi nominated Bonnie Katz and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter      
Mrs. Katz was nominated with a vote of 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent  
 
Introduction of New Fire Fighters – Josh Konkle & Dakota Luse      
We are pleased to introduce, Josh Konkle and Dakota Luse.  They will hide August 8, 2022.   
Both have successfully completed the graduated and graduated.  Josh is a graduate of high school and recently 
worked for Altoona fire department as a firefighter.  With family ties the fire Sarah since the 1960s, Josh is well-versed 
in the fire experience and has personally been involved for the past 11 years.  His father is also a fire chief. Dakota 
brings 10 years of volunteer fire service and knowledge.  Also has family ties to the fire service with his father being a 
firefighter and paramedic.  As well as a full-time police officer.  All of the women in his life are nurses at surrounding 
hospitals.  We are honored to have these young fine men join the ranks of firefighter with the city of Williamsport.  We 
expect great things from both men.  We're looking forward to a very rewarding career.   
All of Council applauded and members said their well wishes.. 
 

Resolution #9599 
Resolution Awarding Real Estate Broker Services to Fish Commercial Group 

  Mayor stated this is a resolution to hire Fish Market group to market and sell the existing City Hall building.   
Representatives are here this evening.  Previously, documentation had been provided to Council in regards to 
appraisal and other repairs.  The building was in need of.  The resolution was reviewed  by the solicitor., with this  
 resolution to the hire the Fish commercial group, if awarded, the contract agreement would be one year.   
And the fee would either be six percent of the purchase price of the building, or $20,000.  Whichever is greater.   
This was discussed in public works on Tuesday.   
  Mrs. Katz stated this was discussed  at public works. The cost of what is going to happen here, is six percent or 
$20,000.  Whichever is higher.  From what we understood, you are also going to advertise this throughout the country.   
It is a one-year contract.  There is also a deed restriction, which is kind of -- it is kind of hard to understand how that 
can be played out in the end, okay?  Because somebody buys the building, how are we guaranteed what will be safe 
there?  I do have a question for Norm and the Mayor.  Was there an RFP sent out for this?   
  Mayor answered Yes, there was.   
  Mrs. Katz  The other thing that came down was that this was also a historic building.  It is not in his drug district but is 
a historic building.  Which is going to limit some of the restructuring and things like that.  We discussed all of this and I 
think, we are all hesitant from the standpoint, we all of the building.  We loved working there for many years and it 
breaks our heart that we are not in the building at this point.  We are looking at what the plans might be, who will 
purchase the building.   
We are concerned that it will maintain its integrity.  That is one of our biggest things, maintaining the integrity of the 
building itself.  I think I will open us up to the committee.   
We discussed this, Vince, Randy?  Do you have any statements to make?   
They have obviously worked very hard in the past years, to develop and create a very good reputation.   

Also, Present:  
 Derek Slaughter, Mayor,   Mr. William Nichols, Jr.  
  August Memmi 
         Sam Aungst, Fire Chief,  Adam Winder C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief 
 Justin Snyder, Police Chief    Chief Heinbach absent 
 Solicitor Norman Lubin 
 Janice Frank, City Clerk   
 Jon Sander, Engineer   
          Scott Livermore, S&P   
 Kris Black 
 Tracey Rash 
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 Mr. Tom Cillo C. Dean Heinbach, Fire Chief 
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          Sol. J. David Smith 
 Janice Frank, City Clerk, absent 
 Todd Heckman, Fire Chief ,  
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 Adam Yoder, President      , President   
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For the sale of properties, for good quality properties and making sure that they are sold to good quality buyers.   
I am confident in their ability, and their wide net, so to speak.   
I am looking forward to see what they brought.   
  Mr. Yoder Thank you very much.  Any other comments or questions?   
  Mr. Allison  Just briefly, on the whole process.  I think you know, we shall be well aware, and I think we are, of the 
uniqueness of this particular transaction.  The hurdles that might be in the way, or the opportunities that may be there, 
is kind of a lot of unknowns now.  Particularly, in the present economic climate, you never know how that will affect 
things now.  So, you know, I think it is going to be an adventure for everyone, as we go through this.   
They will be in close contact with the administration, with us.  So, we will all do our best to see this come to a good 
conclusion for everybody.   
  Mr. Yoder Certainly, and thank you.  Any other comments or questions?   
 Mr. Pulizzi  My objection to this has no reflection upon the ability of Fish real estate to carry out the contract.   
Obviously, being a local company, being involved in community 50 years, the expertise you bring to the table is without 
question, some of the best in the area.  My objection to this, comes from the future, the unknown.  Not knowing who 
will come into the area, potentially, or a local person to purchase this, and then what will happen to the building with no 
mechanism in place for the city to ensure the future integrity of that property.  And the historic nature of the property.   
I'm very concerned about selling it at this point.   
    Mayor We can in fact, put mechanisms in place.   
  Mr Pulizzi That is what I want to do.  But until we get to that point, I cannot support this right now as it sits.   
But, it's not something I do not support overall.   
Mr. Beiter A couple of questions.  This came on public works, my apologies, this is a one-year contract.   
What is the timeline for this process from your and to play on?  Is it enough time?  Any idea?   
 Mr. Nardi I mean, that is a tough question to answer of course.  As we all know, there is a lot of issues here that have 
to be addressed.  We are certainly all aboard.  I believe with Councilman Beiterr the Councilman on this.   
With years to counts close on the property or not, maybe not.   
But certainly, we need at least one year for the marketing effort, to make sure that we secure a viable buyer.   
  Mr. Beiter  So, I mean, if it happened sooner than it happen soon about some miraculous thing.   
What a year and longer is realistic.   My other question is for the administration.   
  Mr. Nardi You know, we are leasing from right now. Read open discussions about transitioning, exploring, 
transitioning over to third Street Plaza, if leasing is a long-term strategy, I think that is to be determined.   
  Mr. Beiter With the long-term plan for where we will ultimately be?   
  Mayor  I think will explore all of that simultaneously.  I think we will look at the options out there.   
I think we also have to look at what other buildings may be up to rehab, as well as new construction.   
If we find a parcel that has a building that is maybe old that we can demolish, to build a new structure, and maybe a 
parcel that is already blank where we could build a new modern,  
all ADA compliant and technology and all of that.  I think in simultaneously explore all of those options, while still 
looking to sell City Hall and maintain the integrity of the building.  Make sure whoever the successful purchaser is, then 
they adhere to all of the things we want to see.  And then explore those options.  Again, we have time.   
We don't have to make a decision we talked a little bit about this during the budget.   
I think we for short-term, long-term.  And the long term to be is obviously, in a perfect world, we build a structure that 
meets our needs that is modern two-story or three-story.  Municipalities are doing that at this point.  Building what they 
need to the scale they need.  And not worrying about, rehabbing a 100-year-old building.   
That is how I see it moving forward.  As we said during the budget, exploring you know, the near term or the short-term 
what options might be available. If that makes more sense, then what we are currently in.   
  Mr. Beiter Thank you for that.  I appreciate the concerns, and I have some follow-up questions to that specifically, 
more for norm the big thing I have is, digesting divesting this with no solution in place.  Whether should or should not 
be there is a valid question.  I get that.  I get nervous divesting of property that we could invest in or a long-term home, 
without having different, long-term strategy figured out.  That makes me a little nervous nervous.  I will echo that we 
couldn't be in better hands.  I believe that you are the only ones that responded to the RFP. Frankly, I suspect you'd 
beat everyone out anyway.  We are very fortunate I am confident you will do a very good job.  I am a bit nervous, from 
just I guess, a risk manager perspective.  For us to address some concerns that there were on the deed, walk us 
through the process.  I assume we can do that in the future as a start the process.  But can you walk us through what 
we can do to mitigate that were mitigate that?   
  Mayor essentially, we are content on Fish to bring us a purchase.  Any agreement of sale would have to be approved 
by city Council.   
  Mr. Lubin What the ultimate terms are it is still city Council and the developer, where the purchaser reaching an 
agreement. If you want to put certain deed restrictions in there, it is something we can put an agreement of sale.   
Ultimately, currently, there are five -- we can put additional deed restrictions on.  The advantage of putting in the deed 
is as recorded, and anyone who looks at it, will see what any potential second or third purchaser, also the other thing is 
that, if for example, they find somebody to weeks from now, obviously, the closing date would have to be pushed back.   
The city would have to move whatever is in City Hall out. That control also, when the closing date is.  If they're going to 
redevelop the property itself, they have to meet the code requirements.  You know, to make it comply with property 
maintenance code, with the building code, those type of things.  And also obviously, zoning.   
It is not something that will close in two months realistically.   
  Mr. Beiter  The perfect time to probably look at instituting those types of items, would be as somebody has identified 
as we approach an agreement of sale.  Correct?   
   And identify the buyer, someone interested in buying it, this is what they intend to do with it.   
It is flushed out in the agreement of sale and negotiating with the buyer.   
 Mr. Lubin  I think that is the process.   
  Mr. Lubin As a buyer, Fish real estate doesn't have the authority at this point.  If you want to give them the authority 
that is one thing.  I wouldn't recommend it.   From working with Fish over the years.  Never a problem with them, with 
the office.  >> I don't anticipate, I don't think that ought all at all.   
  Mr. Beiter I may expand a little bit.  The situation that another construction company with personnel, they purchased it 
from the city for one dollar.  I believe that was 1971 or 1972.   
  Mr. Lubin It was in the 80s they purchased it.   
  Mr. Beiter.  They purchased that in the 80s then.  When the city moved out of it.  The deed restrictions were placed on 
that building, the building has changed hands several times since then.  Are we able to put a 100 year deed restriction 
a 200 year restriction?   
  Mr. Lubin  Deed restrictions ordinarily do not expire, unless you put an expiration date.  For example, it has to be used 
for commercial purposes.  For the first 10 years.  That will expire after 10 years.   
That's what I mean, the agreement of sale, lists what conditions the city has.  And also, reaching some type of 
understanding with what restrictions they do want.   



That obviously would assist Fish in marketing.  For potential purpose and purchase.   
[INAUDIBLE]  
  Mr. Beiter That was with the understanding that they would rehabilitate the building.   
  Mr. Nardi  Thank you.  Thank you for addressing that question and a little bit on the process.  Kind of circling back to 
the risk thing.  I'm jumping all over the place, my apologies.  I'm a little comfortable with that.   
If we looking at realistically, probably a year, I would really like to see the administration have that figured out by the 
time this is brought forward for an agreement for sale.   
  Mr. Lubin Right?, I think that is a reasonable expectation.  I mean, are you going to find a property, buy it, get plans 
for the year drawn up?  You are not going to, but I think we can have a strategy in place, rough cost estimates etc.  
So that we can begin the process of whatever the future is.   
  Mr. Beiter I would like to see that from the administration, before an agreement for sale of the property is brought 
forward.  That does not impact Fish real estate.  It is the target and we need to see that.  We have fallen short I think a 
little bit here and there, on prior asks.  I think it is a necessary requirement.  At least for me to vote when he gets to that 
point.  That is what I will be looking for, if and when we get to that point.   
Any other comments or questions?   
  Mr. Yoder I too had similar reservations, regarding the potential sale of City Hall.  And it was through sitting in public 
works committee that I found that we are able to institute certain mechanisms.  Making sure that City Hall is sold to a 
responsible developer.  Whomever it may be, mechanisms such as requesting to see proof of funds for development 
when it be brought to us.  The deed restrictions that we may want to institute, the last thing I think any of us want to see 
is the spelling of ours be sold.  To a developer who may only have enough money to buy it, but then it sits and it 
becomes a white elephant.  None of us want that to happen. We want to make sure it is taken care of, in a manner that 
respects reflect history.  After learning these things that we could institute mechanisms and make requests, and 
ultimately, city Council have the final vote on approving the sale or not.  That's why I am supporting it.  At least then, 
we get a chance to see who Fish might be able to find, that has interest in City Hall.  And what ideas they may be 
bringing forward.  And the market rate apartments, wedding venue, who knows.  I am not sure, we won't know until we 
see what Fish is able to be bringing to the table.  We will institute mechanisms, and ultimately, we will have the final 
vote on whether or not we will approve the sale I think we would like to see this move forward.   
And see what is out there and what possibilities we may have. In the interim, if something comes up, if we decide to 
change focus on where we will ultimately end up, with city government,  
again, we can pivot should we need to.   
 Mr. Allison  I take a different view.  I believe going through the process, it will get us to our endpoint quicker.   
Because we will identify whether there is a true demand for the building, and what kind of possible economic benefit it 
can be to us.  And it will help us to decide on some of these other things.  Actually, I mean, I've said this before.   
I do not think the building is suited for city government, as it is now construed and how it functions.   
And always, when we talk about the building, we always have to consider the police.  They will not be coming back so, 
you know, it just makes sense to me, to go ahead, to identify some of those important things.   
And that will help us make our decision.  There is a risk, for me, I don't have a high level concern about that.   
Because I think there is enough time and opportunity, to avoid that during the process.  Thank you.   
  Mr. Yoder Thank you.  Any other comments or questions?   
  Mr. Mackey I will just echo those sentiments.  You know, as far as I'm concerned, listen, it is no secret I'm not a 
history for history sake guy.  We'll see the comments on brick streets., This building, it is amazing building.  It's a 
beautiful building.   I'm curious, what was the deed restriction will be moved into City Hall?   The exterior could not be 
changed here.  Is that it?   
   It was the exterior and different governmental approvals.   
In the event there was a request.   
  More or less, we are asking at this point too, the sale of the building, to maintain the integrity of the outside.   
 > It was still continued.   
In the new deed, if there is any other restrictions you know that everybody agrees to, and also mean the purchaser.   
I would suspect it would also probably be a developers agreement with whoever purchased it.   
I think it was the agreement that you approved the other week, with habitat.   
They had so much time so goes back to redevelopment.  That was another restriction you can place in there.   
Which I think is primarily the concern for everybody.   
You do not want to sell the property, and then have a developer you know, sit on it for a couple of years.   
  Mr. Yoder I think that is our biggest fear.   The deed itself were primarily with the developers agreement.   
 Just you know, I am curious. You've a developer that comes in, and I've seen this throughout the city when you have a 
developer that takes older buildings and start tearing it apart.  The budget is blown right away.   
What happens as the developer does not have enough money to finish this?   
  Mr. Lubin  If you put a restriction in there that if they're not completed within, building permits only good for two years.   
There's no problem being renewed.  They would have to get the building permit within six months or something like 
that.  It has to be realistic with what the person or company intends to do with the property.  Is it a realistic proposal?   
  Mr. Yoder That would then come to us and we would be able to justify that.   
  Mr. Lubin> Any agreement obviously have to be approved by a majority of city Council.   
It will come back to you  , even with understand concerns of somehow there is a buyer in his hip pocket and will come 
in tomorrow with it.  Is a realistic matter, it will take time.  
Mr. Yoder   And I do agree with that I would really like to see plans in the works, where we are going to go, further on.  
We don't want to be renters for the rest of our lives.  And I think that is what we want.  We want a statement place 
where people know it is our City Hall.  What would you make that statement that's all I have.  He asked for a vote on 
the resolution.   
The resolution was carried with 6 yes roll call votes.. The vote was 6 to 0.. 
Mr.. Allison voted yes, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent  

 
Appointments/Reappointments 
Board of Health 
Rosellen Wenzel, 17 Fairview Ave is appointed to a 5 year term commencing 1/5/23 & ending 1/3/28 Yoder 
We will do Board of Health first, we have, Rosellen Wenzel at 17 Fairview Avenue.  Appointed to a five-year term 
commencing on January 5, 2023, ending on January 3, 2028.   
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second. 
  Mr. Pulizzi made a motion and it was seconded by Mr., Beiter. 
 Mr. Beiter stated Rosellen Wenzel put her name in and the city clerk helped with this as well.  We thank you very 
much.  > Rosellen Wenzel being a city resident for her entire life, over the East End, she retired from the Williamsport 
area school district in 2017 She was a special education disc teacher for 37 years grades six and secondary education 



level.  Went to university, and she got his Masters degree.  As I said, with the experience being on the Board of Health, 
having a very different perspective, it is invaluable, specifically, that skill set.  Is one woman I find too many people 
have within the city limits. To have her being willing to step up and volunteer for this position on the Board of Health, is 
fantastic.   
  Mr. Yoder  Thank you, I couldn't agree more. It will be a huge asset for us on the Board of Health, absolutely.   
Any comments or questions for the nomination for the Board of Health?   
I do not believe that she is online.  And that is okay.  Hearing and seeing none, the motion for Rosellen Wnezel.   
Mr. Beiter made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Pulizzi. 
Mrs. Wenzel was appointed with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0. 
Mr.. Allison voted yes, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent  
 
Veteran Memorial Park Commission 
Kenneth Feese,, 1 Round Hill Rd is appointed to a term commencing 1/5/23 & ending 1/1/27  
Don Young is reappointed to a term commencing 1/5/23 & ending 1/1/27 
Mr.Yoder We have Kenneth Feese on round Hill Road appointed to a term commencing January 5, 2023 and ending 
January 1, 2027.  We have Dan Young being reappointed to a term commencing January 5, 2023, ending January 1 
2027.   
Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter. 
Mr. Beiter  Good evening.  As president Yoder mentioned, we have Mr. Kenneth Feese to appointment and Mr. Dan 
Young to a reappointment.   He has done a great job at our Memorial Park commission.   
We look forward to having Mr. Kenneth Feese serve on the commission.  Is a great park and they do a great job up 
there.  .   
    Kenneth Feese was the gentleman that put together the monument for the Goldstar families?   
Mr. Feese  was just a very big point I couldn't pick out quickly reading that.  One thing I want to comment on and point 
out, Mr. Kenneth Feese, took it upon himself, to gather the funding for a monument.  Specifically for Goldstar families in 
the area.  Nobody sacrifices more than the individual members, but specifically their families. Those Goldstar families 
themselves.  It is extremely important that we have something like that as well.  That was just a big highlight wanted to 
bring.  But overall, two gentlemen that bring a lot to it, and have the passion and dedication for that particular park.   
Mr. Yoder I would agree, our Memorial Park, it is a jewel.  In a region and I would say across the country.   
I think last year Memorial day they dedicated that Goldstar monument.  The ceremony was, if he didn't get 
goosebumps, then there's something wrong with you.  It was just phenomenal and is a beautiful addition.   
The dedication of both individuals, is prevalent. Additionally, Mr. Kenneth Feese with his efforts in that.   
We have good people on the commission and I'm excited that Mr. Dan Young is being  reappointed and Mr. Kenneth 
Feese is being added.  They do amazing work and I'm excited to see it continue.   
Both were appointed   The vote was 6 to 0. 
Mr.. Allison voted yes, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent  

 
Ordinance #6447 

Ordinance Amending Part I of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Williamsport Creation of an 
Emergency Fund for the City of Williamsport (final reading) 

The City Clerk read the ordinance. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and a second. 
. Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter  
Mr. Yoder This is for the emergency reserve funds.  During the budget sessions, or votes, excuse me, December of 
last year, we moved money around.  We allocated a good chunk of money to get this capitalized, this the ordinance, 
simply, codifying some of the technical details on how can money get removed, what is the intent of it, and a couple of 
items surrounding some sustainable ways to continually fund it.  I think everybody was here, except for you, Randy, for 
the first reading.  This was initially reviewed in finance.  There were some recommendations from and we work through 
those and incorporated them, and got them included in the first reading. If there are no additional recommended 
changes from Tracy, we were able to do that in the first reading.  That is kind of the background of the story.  Any 
questions or comments from the members of Council?   
  Mr. Allison  Surplus funds, money received by the city treasurer, and budgeted amounts in the cities most recent 
adopted budget fund shall be deposited into the emergency and reserve fund.  Does that mean if more funds coming 
from fees and permits, and that kind of thing?  That it will go --  
  Mr. Yoder No, that's a very good question.  That was one of the points that Tracy had noted.  This is specifically, 
funds that were collected like tax revenue specifically.  For example, if the police are bringing in some kind of 
reimbursement revenue from services there working outside the city or you know, events that happened  
in the city, that would not be included in that.  Permits would not be. But you know, business privilege tax, would be.   
Collections are higher than budgeted.  The surplus, not what's budgeted but the surplus would go into there.   
Answer budget cycle, if needed, we can move that back somewhere.  That was a language and the idea was pulled 
from a different municipality in Pennsylvania that does that.  I thought it was an interesting approach to having some 
kind of just continual sustainability to try and continue to build this up because in addition to emergencies,  
this way for us to reserve money for the really big things that we just struggle to figure out.  And that take more than a 
year or two.   
Mr. Allison  Yeah, it said any monies received by the city treasurer.  You know, I guess I interpreted that because they 
receive all of the money.  So, I just wondered about that.  And also, so, as you explained it, emergency and reserve 
fund -- I didn't know how restricted the title was about getting the money out.  For different purposes.  It just takes a two 
thirds vote.   
  Mr. Yoder Yes.  Essentially, it is up to future councils to determine what is emergency or what qualifies as a project 
that reserve money should go to.    So, and purposely, it takes two thirds of all members. For instance, there only four 
of us here, that goes four cannot take money out, you need all seven.   
Mr. Allison  asked what does it accomplish it making it that restrictive?   
  Mr. Yoder I think making sure that is not used for nonemergency and you know, big things.   
You know, we get into, for instance, I think there's a big difference in using -- I think there's a big difference and, I don't 
think balancing our budget would qualify as an emergency using the money right.  Because we know that is an issue 
and we can plan around that issue, for example, versus a levy.  That is a big thing to stash money away.   
  Mr. Yoder It doesn't necessarily work for a capitol project unless we are starting to tackle projects like that we can get 
into that but, the idea was to make sure that that it was not, I do want to say a hard-core restrictive, but not super easy 
either, to get money out of this.  And make sure all members of Council had a voice and how the money was used.   
When it was visited.  Does that answer your question?  He asked for a vote on the ordinance. 



The ordinance was carried with five yes roll call votes.  The vote was 5 to 1 
Mr.. Allison voted no, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent  
 

Bill #1813-22 
Ordinance Providing for Preferred Residency for City Employees (first reading) 

The City Clerk read the ordinance. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and a second 
Mr. Beiter made the motion and itw was seconded by Mr. Pulizzi 
  Mrs. Steele As you are aware in 2020, and on ordinance was codified.  On the balance of employees are in the union 
and they have different requirements.  Since that time, I've been here since 2021.  With the current labor market, we 
been having trouble hiring those positions.   since the director of public , we took a long time for certain positions.   
One has specific certifications, that we are not able to find within city limits.  What we are proposing, is revising the 
ordinance, to say that residency is preferred for at-will employees. This will be reflected in job postings, if we have the 
choice between two candidates of equal qualification, we would of course, grant the position to a city resident as 
opposed to somebody from the outside.  So, this actually, will be changed for the second reading per norm, to indicate 
we are revising the ordinance as opposed to creating a new one.   
Any questions?   
Mr. Yoder This was reviewed in public works, Mrs. Katz?   
  Mrs. Katz Yes it did.  We did have a discussion on where we we are going with residency.   
One of the questions I have, is when we have had hires in the past 2 to 3 years, there were a couple of people that we 
you know, they applied for jobs in the city, got the jobs and stated that they were moving to the city.   
That didn't happen with a couple of people. Since we will change is preferred this to prefer does it affect those that said 
they were moving but did not move into the city?  Yes, Mayor?   
 Mayor I am not sure which one you are referencing. As to who we hired in the last -- that has not moved in.   
But moving forward, I think everyone including the police chief, now is within the city.  The Chief is actually one who is 
not actually required to be .Everybody else, Molly is in the city, Scott is in the city, of course, all of our directors have to 
be in the city.  We did make an exception which we discussed with community development.  Other than that, 
everybody's in the city.  But yes, living together forward is preferred.  We also highly advocate for people to live in the 
city.   
   Mrs. Steele I think we obviously all want our cities to live employees live in the city. With the labor market and 
allowing us to have leverage, to get the most competent and qualified individuals. If they are in the city that's great, if 
not, during interview, if they are successful candidate, we let them know that we really strongly prefer that they live in 
the city.   
 Mrs. Katz If they are not already.  Question one, want to thank you chief, for moving into the city.  We appreciate it and 
the taxpayers appreciate it.  From the standpoint that they pay all of our salaries.  It is very important that the people 
that run our city, the taxpayers feel comfortable knowing not everybody is passionate about living here, and they know 
they are committed to the city. Mayor, we worked on this for a long time.  We are problems in other areas, school 
district and other areas, making sure people do move into the city. We are part of the city, we are excited about the city 
where we have, and we want to see moving forward successfully.  The sad thing is that we are losing population, we 
are not bringing up money and tax wise to pay all the expenses.  So everybody that moves into the city, be it a 
homeowner, a business or whatever, every penny counts.  And this is what we are looking for.  That is why I am 
adamant about this.  I really am, I've been passionate about this for years.  As far as preferred, yes, what the best 
candidate policy we want the best people possible.  I can understand preferred, I understand where we are going with 
employment in this, in the country at this point.  It is not only us, it is all over.  So you know, but again, and I'm happy 
you're going to look at the candidates.  And I'm happy you will take into consideration, if you live in the city, you get first 
priority.  If it is apples to apples.  I defer to my committee at this point.   
 Mr.Beiter    One quick comment.  I completely understand the hiring headaches.  When it comes to that.  This is a very 
tough one to agree to.  Because obviously, we appreciate the fact that the department heads live in the city.  But 
understand that we do not want to ask someone to up with their family.  Should they have kids in school and have to 
change districts and so on.  
  Mr. Yoder asked for a vote on the ordinance  
The ordinance was carried with six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 
Lot Consolidation 2300 W. Fourth St. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second. 
Mrs. Katz made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter          
Mr. Knarr, I am presenting a Lot consolidation request from – they requesting two parcels, parcel 650-1201 and 650-
1212, Derek requesting to consolidate both of them. Settlements ago, the northern parcel, 913 Popper Street came 
before you, for demolition for this general purpose.  At this point in time there requesting to combine them so they can 
before with expansion of the facility.  Up there Newberry.  It was reviewed by County as well as planning.  The 
comments from county, the plants plans in front of you are corrected copies.   
  Mr. Yonder Any comments or questions on the Lot consolidation from members of Council?  Mrs. Katz.   
  Mrs. Katz They keep on expanding this place.   
 I think is fantastic for Newberry, I really do!  Are they extending the store or parking lot?   
  Mr. Knarr It will be both.  The northern parcel will be primarily, the parking.  But they are going to expand, I believe 
1500 square feet.  They will do a remodel of the facility which makes it more advantageous for what they can offer the 
people of the area.   
Mr. Yoder Any other comments or questions?  It is great to see the continued investment.  Thank you.  To both of 
these organizations, for their investment in the city.   .   
The lot consolidate six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 

  
Demolition 164 Maynard St. (former Williamsport Foundry 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second. 
Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter 
Mr. Knarr  This is our property 164 Maynard St..  Requesting demolition of the former foundry.   
I can answer any questions.   
  Mr. Yoder Thank you.  Any questions or comments from members of Council?  This is related to the development that 



we voted on in the last year.   
It is great to see them moving fast on this.   
Mr. Knarr  They are moving very fast.  That is what we like to see.  Any specific environmental concerns, considering 
what the building is?  Or was?   
 The demolition was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 

Ordinance Transfer Ordinance #1 (first reading) 
The City Clerk read the ordinance. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and a second 
Mr. Pulizzi made motion and it was seconded Mr. Beiter. 
  Mrs. Woodring stated I would like to purchase a printer for the office.  Therefore, I’m asking for approval of a transfer 
of $200 from supplies, which is 301-06-1010 two equipment, which is 301-06-4040, which is account.  This is brought 
before the finance committee and given a positive recommendation.   
Mr. Yoder  We were, we responded positively about your need.   
 But we did not vote.  So we did not give the recommendation.  Yeah, it is a functional, needed peace.  There wasn’t 
much discussion on it.   
Mrs. Woodring Yeah, we need it.   
 Mr. Yoder Thank you very much.  Comments or questions?  Hearing and say none.  Mrs. Frank, motion for item 11.   
The Ordinance was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 

Resolution #9600 
Resolution to Authorize Submission of an Application for Phase II of Strategic Management Planning 

Program 
The City Clerk read the resolution. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second. 
Mr. Beiter made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Pulizzi. 
  Mayor This is literally, the same exact resolution we had a few weeks ago.  Between us and letting them know that we 
are ready to move forward.  With phase 2 of the strategic plan.  Nothing has changed financially.  We initially submitted 
it, they said it was fine, they were okay with the template.  As soon as I sent the signed version back, that Council 
adopted, they came back and said actually, we change our mind.  We like this template better.   
So, nothing has changed.  Literally nothing!  Literally, the format of the paragraphs and resolution is the only change.  
No change financially, just email to say can you have Council switch it to this format?   
That is literally it, that’s all we are doing.   
The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 

Resolution #9601 
Resolution Authorizing Execution of Agreement Between City of Williamsport & River Valley Transit 

Authority    
The City Clerk read the resolution 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second.. 

Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter. 
Mayor  This is an agreement between us and we are working through assets and buildings.  This agreement makes 
sure that we have insurance coverage, during that process.  Another we have discussed this to make sure as we work 
into the process, that the buildings remain insured and all of that.  That's what this agreement is.  Also worked on our 
side, and folks in and Tracy as well.  I think there are five parcels included.   
  Mr. Yoder> Thank you.  This was also reviewed in finance.  Anything to add from the finance committee?   
  Ms. Miele Not really.  With this covering, doing our due diligence, making sure that those properties are covered 
during this transition period.   
  Mr. Yoder Thank you.  Any other comments or questions from other mammals members of Council?  Hearing and 
seeing none, please call the roll.   
 The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,,  Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 

Resolution # 9603 
Resolution Awarding an Agreement between the City of Williamsport & Choice Carpet Cleaners 

The City Clerk read the resolution. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second. 

. Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter 
  Mayor   This a cleaning contract for the city buildings.  Trade and transit I & II.  City portions only.  Police patrol iand 
public works building.  This was three or four weeks, paper contract, some here and at public works.  The current 
cleaner, Choice,, were the ones that through a bid and.  This conflict is $45,900, we paid from facility maintenance.  
This was discussed in public works on Tuesday.   
  Mr. Yoder  Thank you.  This was reviewed and public works, Mrs. Katz?   
  Mrs. Katz answered yes and nothing to add 
 The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.. Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 

Resolution #9602 
Resolution Authorizing a Tax Anticipation Note 

The City Clerk read the resolution. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and second on the resolution.. 
Mr. Beiter made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Pulizzi. 
  Mayor  Tracy is unavailable this evening.  Good evening, this is what was discussed in budget.  I believe one 
Councilwoman brought it up.  This is the trend here was discussed in finance and Tracy noted that she does not 
anticipate that we will be needing this at all this year.  Obviously, it will be good to have in place in case of a $2 million 



Tran.  That will be the event we need it.  It is looking so far, that we will not.  And it was with M and T.   
  Mr. Yoder This was also reviewed in finance, Mr. Allison.   
 Ms. Miele Yes, we did and it was good news to hear from Tracy, that she did not anticipate will have to dip into it.   
The reason it is with M and T, is because they are the only bank that would do it.   
Others turned it down because our audit -- was not in yet.  This was the only opportunity.  Should we draw down, the 
interest rate is 5.75 percent, I believe.  Significantly higher than we are used to for this kind of thing.  We definitely help 
we don't have to.   
  Mr. Allison Thank you, any other comments or questions from other members?  Mayor, where are we at with the 
audit?  I know it's been an ongoing thing.   
  Mayor I know Tracy has been working very closely with them to get to the 2019.  I can provide a deeper update in two 
weeks if you like.  I can have Tracy get that together.  But another there in 2019, obviously.  And working through the 
entire process.  We are hopeful, to have that.  I don't want to give a hyaline -- timeline.  But they working very closely to 
get that 2019 completed.  Then we get to 2020.  So yeah, it's been a little bit of a process, obviously.   
But we are getting there.  I can have Tracy provide an update on that.   
  Mr. Yoder stated maybe we can schedule an update at Finance and the Mayor agreed 
The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.  Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 

Resolution #9604 
Resolution Authorizing Article of Agreement between City & Commonwealth of PA & Economic Development 

Governors’ Center for Local Service 
The City Clerk read the resolution. 
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and seconded on the resolution. 
Mr. Pulizzi made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Beiter. 
  Chief Lucas presented the resolution. 
 Mr. Beiter stated The update alliance agreement since it has been since 1999.  At no cost.  This is basically, providing 
evidence to the -- that the city does not object to the facilitating meetings.   We did.  As mentioned, like the changes 
appeared I'm very happy they are getting involved right away on this.  A couple of the comments were made by the 
chief, obviously, this agreement with the Township has been in place since 1999.  It is been a fantastic agreement for 
both municipalities.  We do have other municipalities specifically those with all volunteer forces.  That want to join this 
as well.  But for that to happen, we need to get all of our ducks in a row with and the Township first.  I think having 
them involved from the get-go, will help the state understand what kind of a situation and predicament that one third 
class cities and being required to have a fire department.  And also, the burden it puts on the requirement when you 
have local municipalities that are not under the same restrictions.   
Doing this and getting this on a solid foundation, is going to be paramount going forward.  Thank you very much.   
   Mr. Yoder This is great to see, looking forward to seeing the fruits of this.  Thank you for jumping on this.  You know, I 
think we can learn a lot from this and apply this in other areas of the city as well.  And hopefully we can do that as well.  
Thank you very much.  Comments or questions from other members of Council 
 The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.  Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent 
 Chief Lucas  Thank you.  Since it is voted on, I want to remind everyone the next meeting.  It will be on January 11 at 
5:00 PM.  In person at the Township municipal building.  Hopefully, some members of Council could be there.   

 
Resolution #9605 

Resolution Purchase of Artic Wolf Managed Detector & Security Response Solution 
The City Clerk read the resolution.  
Mr. Yoder asked for a motion and a second 
Mr. Beiter made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Pulizzi. 
  Mr. Black  What I have is a resolution to authorize the purchase, the solution from software.  Give us an edge 
between us and the outside world.  This is a good big huge first step in what is needed.  Locking this place down.  For 
the total amount, it is contracted services that will be an annual fee.  This was discussed in finance.   
And it was approved by Council.  Or reviewed, I should say by Council.   
  Mr. Yoder  Thank you, Mr. Black.  Mr. Allison, reviewed finance?   
  Mr. Allison Yes, we did.  Security is -- IT security and Internet security and everything that goes with that, is of utmost 
importance now.  Everybody knows that.  There is a price to it, a price tag.  Mr. Black did his research and said, this 
company is top-notch.  They have the best service, so, we will get our bang for the buck.  Which is peace of mind, 
really.  It's what it comes down to.  Although, a breach of security can have all kinds of material implications.   
We don't want that really, so, we did not vote of course but we had it is -- a good discussion.   
  Mr. Yoder Thank you.  There's a lot of technical detail that I'm not versed in.  There are a lot of endpoints that this 
covers.  You know, not just a few but hundreds.  So, it is well needed.   
The resolution was carried six yes roll call votes.  The vote was 6 to 0 
Mr.. Allison voted yes,, Mr. Mackey voted yes, Mr. Pulizzi voted yes, Mr.  Beiter voted yes, Mrs. Katz voted yes, 
Mr. Yoder voted yes, and Ms. Miele was absent      

  
Accept for filing:: 

      
Announcements  

.  The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be held on Thursday January 19, 2023  at 7:00 PM, 
Trade & Transit II, 144 West Third St. 3

rd
 Floor, Williamsport,  

 
 Upcoming Meetings:   
   Tuesday, January 17  6:30 PM HARB 
   Tuesday, January 17                   1;00 PM  Finance (if not change) 
       2:30 PM Public Works (if no change) 
   Wednesday, January 18             10:00 AM Blighted Property Review 
         9:00 AM ERC (if no change) 
       11:30 AM Public Safety (if no change)

   Thursday, January 19            10:30 AM Zooning Hearing Board 
    
   



Comments: 
a. City Council 

 
Mr. Yoder wanted to mention the Retirements in the Police Department.  Donna Bower and Brenda Carns They are 
retiring.  They've been with us a long time.  They've given us a long, amazing level of service.  I want to wish them well 
on their retirement.  And thank them for their service to the police department in the city.  I believe that you are in the 
process of -- they have big shoes to fill.  I confident you will select good people, who will be up to the task.   
  Also There was a public comment that was sent to the city clerk.  They had a shoulder surgery and unfortunately, 
could not make it here.  And so, given their physical limitations, I said I would read it into the record for them.   
I don't know if I should do it here or members of the public, I will do it quick.  Mr. Mike -- saw the article in today's paper 
about residency and job applications.  Stated that his daughter lives in the city and owns property in the city, has a 
bachelors degree and applied for the last two positions that became open with the police.   
She did not receive a call or get an interview or notification.  Made it clear that she was qualified.  He was upset that a 
resident did not receive a phone call, and noted that he agreed of the position and Mrs. Katz took on residency.  We 
had a good discussion on that.  Certainly, hopefully, we can continue to put a focus on hiring city residents that are 
qualified.  Maybe that is something we look at, if there is additional language want to change to give the administration 
the leniency they need, to make sure we get city residents preference as well.   
I want to wish everyone a happy new year.  I'm looking forward to working with all seven or six of you, the five that are 
here today.  I'm excited for what 2023 is going to bring.   
Any other comments from members of Council?   

 
b. Administration 
c. Members of the Public 

Frank stucco, 619 first Avenue.  I came in a while back and informed counsel that they were trees and brush pushed 
out in the alley, so bad that after time, the city paved around them.  Nobody has done anything about it to the best of 
my knowledge.  It is actually, a criminal act.  It's a code enforcement act.  I told you people about it.  If someone gets 
hurt there, the city will be liable to some extent because I have not acted on it.  Not only that, but I think by not acting 
on it, being in a position where you can act on it, I think it's probably criminal act on your part.  And possibly the 
administration.  Because you've been made aware of a dangerous situation.  A criminal situation, if not several -- civil 
but criminal.  It would be obstruction of justice, I don't know, I am not an attorney.  But I will tell you who is a attorney 
the district attorney.  I will contact his office Monday or Tuesday.  I will give you a couple of days.  I want him to get 
back to me.  So I will not make a fool of myself before I call him.  I think there are enough fools around here.  A similar 
situation happen was before when a piece of eight-foot copper was blowing around the top of the building over there.  
The old courthouse building where we had our meetings.  And nobody did anything about that for a long time.  
Eventually, a blue off or something.  They did tell Council if someone was killed I would have saved charges.   
Half a block away, the mural parking lot, a piece of plywood did blowoff.  It hit a car and did severe damage and if it hit 
a person probably would have severely injured or killed them.  The same block.  All right?   
I suggest you do something about it.  And I would like to see them print something about this because it kind of goes to 
show the state of affairs I think in the community, the somebody comes in on their own complains, makes Council and 
administration aware of a dangerous situation, people walk the alley all the time.  Is between second and third, 
Campbell and Maynard.  One of the busiest alleys in the city. And you have a situation so out of hand that it is so 
ridiculous, the brushes going from a private property.  The city doesn't even have to pay to have it fixed!  The property 
owner fixes it.  And it is put so far in the alley that the city actually paved around the alley.  Is there anyone here that 
would say that's ridiculous we just nod your head, I know you don't want to talk.  There you go, I think that's a can you 
do something about that?  You cannot help I know you don't want to talk about people. 
  Mr. Yoder Do you have the address that he is talking about?  I was under the impression that someone from the 
ministration looked at it.   
  Mayor> I believe so.   I was under the impression it was either Scott or John.  One of you went and looked at it.  That 
was a year ago or more.  You brought this to our attention about six or eight weeks ago.   
  Mr. Yoder Six or eight weeks ago?   The street item.   
  Mr. Stucco The street item.  It wasn't six weeks ago.    I would like to see that.  I think it was a lot more than that.  It 
was the summer.   
  Mr. Yoder We will check the record.  We are aware of it, thank you very much.   
  Mr. Stucco There is a record.   
  Mr. Yoder Yes, anything from Council perspective we can do please help let us know.  Thank you for raising it to our 
attention, Mr. stucco.  Your time is up.   
  Mr. Stucco Is my time up?   
  Mr. Yoder Yes three minutes.   
  Mr. Stucco  You were talking during my time.   
  Mr. Yoder  Your time was up when I started talking.   Are there any other comments from the public?   
  Mr. Stucco  That's rude.   
  Mr. Yoder You are rude.   
  Mr. Stucco Am I rude?   
Mr. Yoder Yes.  Thank you for bring it to our attention.  I appreciate your care for the city.  Any other comments or 
questions?  
 

  News Media 
 
  Mr. Yoder asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 

Adjournment: 
 

Meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Pulizzi  and a second by   Mrs. Katz    Meeting adjourned at  8:25   PM 
PM with unanimous ayes. 
 
Submitted by:  
 
 
Janice M. Frank 
City Clerk 

 


